Lipid supplementation often decreases diet digestibility in ruminants and leads to a shift of ruminal fermentations towards a propionate production. The In newborn infants, a deficiency in the proteolytic function in the digestive tract could partially account for intolerance to some milk proteins. Pancreatic elastase II may be responsible for this deficiency. In the calf, the specific activity of this hydrolase is high at birth but decreases sharply during postnatal development [Gestin et al (1996) 
